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The American Association for
Thoracic Surgery
Announcement of 2009 Annual Meeting
AATS 89th Annual Meeting – Register at www.aats.org
May 9 – 13, 2009
Hynes Convention Center
Boston, Massachusetts, USA
The AATS 89th Annual Meeting is fast approaching and
promises to deliver a comprehensive educational experience
for professionals in the field of thoracic and cardiovascular
surgery. The complete scientific program and listing of
renowned faculty will soon be available at www.aats.org.
Preliminary Agenda
Saturday, May 9, 2009
New Technologies and Procedures in Congenital and Ac-
quired Heart Surgery Course
Chair: Raja M. Flores, M.D., Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center
Thoracic Developmental Skills Course
Chair: Mark Galantowicz, M.D., Nationwide Children’s
Hospital
Developing the Academic Surgeon Symposium
Chair: A. Marc Gillinov, M.D., Cleveland Clinic Foun-
dation
Sunday, May 10, 2009
AATS/STS Postgraduate Symposia:
Adult Cardiac Surgery Symposium
Chairs: Michael A. Acker, M.D., University of Pennsyl-
vania, Joseph E. Bavaria, M.D., University of Pennsylvania
Congenital Heart Disease Symposium
Chair: J. William Gaynor, M.D., Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia
General Thoracic Surgery Symposium
Chair: David H. Harpole, Jr., M.D., Duke University
12th Annual C. Walton Lillehei Resident Forum
Chairs: David H. Harpole, Jr., M.D., Duke University,
Gus J. Vlahakes, M.D., Mass General Hospital
Monday, May 11, 2009
Plenary Scientific Session
Basic Science Lecture
Jonathan A. Epstein, M.D., University of Pennsylvania
Presidential Address
Thomas L. Spray, M.D., Children’s Hospital of Philadel-
phia
Simultaneous Scientific Sessions in Adult Cardiac, Congen-
ital Heart Disease & General Thoracic Surgery
Tuesday, May 12, 2009
Cardiac Surgery Forum
General Thoracic Surgery Forum
Plenary Scientific Session
Address by Honored Guest Lecturer Dr. Michio Kaku, City
College of New York
Simultaneous Scientific Sessions in Adult Cardiac, Congen-
ital Heart Disease & General Thoracic Surgery
Attendee Reception at the Institute of Contemporary Art
Wednesday, May 13, 2009
Emerging Technologies & Techniques Forum
Controversies in Cardiothoracic Surgery
Meeting Registration and Housing Accommodations
Attendees may conveniently register for the meeting and
book hotel reservations simultaneously when registering
online. Registration via mail, fax or phone is also available.
Visit www.aats.org for more details or contact the AATS/
Experient Customer Service Desk at (866) 229-2386 or
(301) 694-5243 to register. Take advantage of the
early registration discount by registering before April
3, 2009.
AATS will provide international attendees with an invitation
letter to assist in applying for a U.S. visa. To obtain this doc-
ument, please visit the AATSwebsite and submit the request
form online.
Target Audience
 Cardiothoracic Surgeons and Physicians in related spe-
cialties including Cardiothoracic Anesthesia, Cardiology,
Pulmonology, Radiology, Gastroenterology and Thoracic
Oncology
 Fellows and Residents in Cardiothoracic and General Sur-
gical training programs
 Allied Health Professionals involved in the care of Car-
diothoracic surgical patients
 Medical students with an interest in Cardiothoracic Sur-
gery
Annual Meeting Accreditation
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is ac-
credited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Med-
ical Education to provide continuing medical education for
physicians. This activity has been approved for AMA PRA
Category 1 Credit(s).
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ANNOUNCEMENTSSummer Internship Applications Now Available
The AATS is now accepting applications for the 2009
Summer Intern Scholarship. The Summer Intern Scholar-
ship program was established in 2007 to introduce the
field of cardiothoracic surgery to first and second
year medical students in North American medicalrdiovascular Surgery c Volume 136, Number 6 1613
Announcementsschools. In the two years since its inception, the Summer
Intern Scholarship has offered 100 medical students the
opportunity to broaden their educational experience by
providing scholarships to spend eight weeks during theThe Western Thoracic
Surgical Association
Announcement of 2009 Annual Meeting
The Thirty-fifth Annual Meeting of the Western Thoracic
Surgical Association will be held June 24-27, 2009 at the
Fairmont Banff Springs in Banff, Alberta, Canada. The sci-
entific sessions are open to all duly qualified physicians.
Participation in other Association activities for members,
invited guests, and program participants requires payment
of a social registration fee.
Requests for Meeting Information
Meeting preregistration and hotel registration forms are
available from:
Western Thoracic Surgical Association
900 Cummings Center
Suite 221-U
Beverly, MA 01915
978-927-8330; fax: 978-524-8890
wtsa@prri.com
The American Board of
Thoracic Surgery
Notices
The part I (written) examination was held on December 3. It
is planned that this examination will be given at multiple
sites throughout the United States using an electronic for-
mat. The closing date for registration is August 1 each
year. Those wishing to be considered for examination
must apply online at www.abts.org.
To be admissible for the Part II (oral) examination, a can-
didate must have successfully completed the Part I (written)
examination.
A candidate applying for admission to the certifying ex-
amination must fulfill all the requirements of the Board in
force at the time the application is received. Please address
all communications to the American Board of Thoracic
Surgery, 633 North St Clair Street, Suite 2320, Chicago,
IL 60611 (telephone: 312-202-5900).
1614 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Ssummer working in an AATS member’s cardiothoracic
surgery department.
Applications are available on the AATS website (www.aats.
org) with a deadline of January 15, 2009Material for the Program
Scientific papers will be considered from members and non-
members. Member sponsorship is not necessary.
All abstracts must be submitted electronically via
www.westernthoracic.org. The abstract deadline is Friday,
January 9, 2009.
Application for Membership
Applications for membership in the Association must be re-
ceived by the Membership Committee Chair no later than
March 1, 2009 to be considered at the 2009 Annual Meeting.
Applicants must be sponsored by three members of the Asso-
ciation who are not members of the Membership Committee.
Application formswill be issued only to sponsoringmembers.
Address correspondence to:
Chair, Membership Committee
The Western Thoracic Surgical Association
900 Cummings Center
Suite 221-U
Beverly, MA 01915
978-927-8330; fax: 978-524-8890
wtsa@prri.com
Requirements for Maintenance of
Certification
Diplomates of the American Board of Thoracic Surgery
(ABTS) who plan to participate in the Maintenance of Cer-
tification (MOC) process must hold an unrestricted medical
license in the locale of their practice and privileges in a hos-
pital accredited by the JCAHO (or other organization recog-
nized by the ABTS). In addition, a valid ABTS certificate is
an absolute requirement for entrance into theMaintenance of
Certification process. If your certificate has expired, the only
pathway for renewal of a certificate is to take and pass the
Part I (written) and the Part II (oral) certifying examinations.
The names of individuals who have not maintained their
certificate will no longer be published in the American
Board of Medical Specialties Directories. Diplomates’
names will be published upon successful completion of the
Maintenance of Certification process.
The CME requirements are 30 Category I credits earned
during each year prior to application. At least half of these
urgery c December 2008
